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 1.  TIME:  9:00   CASE#: MSRA20-0002 
CASE NAME: MICHAEL LAWSON  VS.  JUDICIAL COUNCIL  
HEARING ON PETITION FOR RELIEF FROM CLAIM PRESENTATION REQUIREMENT 
FILED BY MICHAEL LAWSON 
* TENTATIVE RULING: * 
 
 The court has reviewed the proofs of service that petitioner has submitted, showing 
purported service of the Petition personally and by mail on the Judicial Council by service on 
“Deborah C. Brown, Chief Council.” 

 However, Government Code section 946.6 (d)(4) states, “If the petition involves a claim 
arising out of alleged actions or inactions of the Judicial Council or the Administrative Office of 
the Courts, service shall be made on the Administrative Director of the Judicial Council.”  
(Emphasis added.)  Pursuant to this section, petitioner must personally serve the Administrative 
Director of the Judicial Council, not the Judicial Council’s Chief Council or Counsel. 

 Therefore, the court hereby issues an Order to Petitioner to Show Cause why this case 
should not be dismissed for failure to prosecute.  The hearing on the Order to Show Cause will 
occur on October 22, 2020, at 9 a.m. in this Department.   

 Pursuant to Local Rule 3.43: 

 “(1) The Civil Litigation Division shall operate a tentative ruling system for Unlimited Civil 
law and motion. The tentative rulings can be obtained beginning at 1:30 p.m. the court day 
preceding the hearing. Phone numbers and tentative rulings for Martinez are available on the 
court website www.cc-courts.org. If the website is down, or for some reason cannot be 
accessed by the litigant or counsel, the number to call, during business hours is (925) 608-1000. 

 “(2) The tentative ruling will become the Court's ruling unless by 4:00 p.m. of the court 
day preceding the hearing, counsel or self-represented parties call the department rendering the 
decision to request argument and to specify what issues are to be argued. Calling counsel or 
self-represented parties requesting argument must advise all other affected counsel and self-
represented parties by no later than 4:00 p.m. of his or her decision to appear and of the issues 
to be argued. Failure to timely advise the Court and counsel or self-represented parties will 
preclude any party from arguing the matter.” 

 If either party requests a hearing on this tentative ruling, the parties shall appear 
telephonically only, through the commercial service, Courtcall.  Arrangements for a Courtcall 
appearance may be made online at courtcall.com or by telephoning 1-888-88COURT. 

To contest this tentative ruling, please call (925) 608-1101. 

  

 


